August 15, 2025

Mr. Bradley Harvey, Esq

Commission Chairman

Blount County Commission

220 2nd Ave E. Room 206

Oneonta, AL 35121

RE: Harvest Med Waste Disposal LLC

        Waste Treatment Facility Application

Dear Mr. Harvey:

This letter is written as a followup to a meeting that I and Mr. Stephen Brennen had with you and Mr. Nick Washburn, District 4 Commissioner, in your office at 8:30 AM Wednesday, August 6, 2025 to discuss the “Host Government Application for a Proposed Medical Waste Treatment Facility In Blount County by Harvest Med Waste Disposal LLC.  

As set out in the above referenced Application, dated July 3, 2025 and submitted to the Blount County Commission (BCC), Harvest Med Waste Disposal LLC (HMWD), a subsidiary of Dyer Holding, LLC, Birmingham, AL, is proposing to install and operate a facility to treat solid and infectious medical waste as defined in ADEM Admin. Code r. 335-17 originally effective February 14, 2025, revised August 14, 2025, using an Ozone based technology developed by Clean Waste Systems (CWS), Marble Lake, MN. to be approved by ADEM. Further, HMWD is intending to locate this Medical Waste Treatment (MWT) operation on a 1.6 acre site in Blount County just north of the Jefferson County line (Township 14, Range 1, Section 34, SW ¼), namely at a former auto repair facility on the immediate west side of Hwy 75.  Gurley Creek flows through the  subject property as depicted on page 6.b. of the HMWD application to BCC which buildings are clearly 

in the floodplain of the Creek.

Considering the above, there are a number of serious considerations and concerns that, taken as a whole, dictate that this project not be approved by the BCC.  Some of these considerations and concerns are as follows:

1. Regulatory Background 

        Medical Waste is currently regulated as “Solid Waste”. though it did not start out that way as it has many recognized hazardous/infectious components.   In 1976, as the draft Hazardous Waste regulations (ie. The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, RCRA) were being debated. They included specific Infectious and Solid Medical Waste handling, storage and disposal requirements.  By 1979, it was becoming apparent through public  comments in the Federal Register that Medical Waste, while most of which still fit the hazardous waste classification scheme (and still does to this day), by its complex nature needed a wholly separate regulatory scheme.  By the mid 1980's that regulatory scheme was taking shape and in 1988 the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) decided to work with the States to develop State administered Medical Infectious and Solid Waste regulations. Working in conjunction with the EPA the Alabama Department of Environmental Management (ADEM) followed with their own Medical Waste Storage, Handling and Disposal Regulations housed in the Land Division. Those regulations have been revised several times, most recently on February 14, 2025 and again on August 14, 2025, each time becoming more stringent as recognition of the hazardous/dangerous nature of medical waste, particularly toxic/infectious viruses and bacteria and residuals, both surface, airborne and water borne, become apparent.  So, when one reads the Harvest Med Waste Disposal LLC facility proposal submitted to the BCC on July 3, 2025 which states that Medical Waste are “Non-Hazardous” it is  deceptive/inaccurate and begs the question “what about infectious and toxic materials and related residuals?”  The August 14, 2025 ADEM Land Division-Medical Waste Program defines Medical Waste as follows:

            “Medical Waste – a solid waste or combination of solid wastes which  because of its infectious characteristics may either cause, or significantly contribute to, an increase in serious irreversible or incapacitating reversible illness, or pose a substantial present hazard or potential hazard to human health or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed, or otherwise managed.”
     2.   Blount County Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP)
       The SWMP is dated 2025, and was prepared by Goodwyn Mills Cawwood, LLC under contract to the BCC.  The SWMP appears to contain all required components set out in an orderly fashion to address most solid waste management issues but does not include any reference to Medical Waste generation, handling, treatment or disposal.  
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     3.   Host Government Application Filed by Harvest Med                                                          
              Waste Disposal LLC     

         The Harvest Waste Med Disposal LLC application is dated July 3, 2025 and was subsequently submitted to the BCC.  Per BCC rules, once an application is deemed “complete” application fee's, if any, are paid.  The BCC, or participating jurisdiction, then sets a hearing date, a legal advertisement is run in local newspaper(s) identifying the hearing date(s) and time and a public notice placed in one or more local newspapers showing the hearing time and date.  All that now is done, two “meeting” are set in this case, one public meeting on August 22, 2025 at 4:00 PM at the aforementioned proposed site operations buildings on Highway 75 just north of the Jefferson County line, west side of the highway (former auto repair facility).  The second meeting is a public hearing conducted by the BCC and held on September 4, 2025 at 9:00 AM in the BCC meeting room at the Blount County Courthouse.  ALL parties in Blount County are STRONGLY encouraged to attend as the location of this type operation in Blount County has far-reaching negative consequences. 

Now to some of the specifics of the subject Application.  The form of the application is fairly straight forward and, though it is really designed to address landfills and related facilities, the applicant is still expected to fill in the blanks to the best of their ability and knowledge.  Even so, a brief read of the subject Application reveals some interesting inconsistencies be they accidental or not:

               a Under Item 3. Proposed Facility Type and several other areas, Harvest Med states that the “Facility” will be a non-hazardous medical waste treatment facility...” The use of the term “non-hazardous” would appear to be inappropriate as it a term directly associated to RCRA (Hazardous Waste Regulations) regulated waste that are, in fact, non-hazardous and regulated as simple “Solid Waste” not under the more strict RCRA (Hazardous Waste) control.  Medical waste are hazardous but are controlled under the Alabama Medical Waste Program.  Read the definition of “Medical Waste” in #1 above.  That definition centers on hazardous/toxic “infectious” material (bacteria/bacterial spores and viruses, etc).  Nearly all medical waste can contain on its surface or otherwise “infectious” material which is why it is so closely controlled.  Other contaminants, such heavy metals like mercury, lead, chromium, etc. can also find their way into medical waste.

                 b.  Item 8a. States that the the facility (ie, the subject buildings/grounds) are not in a 100 year floodplain.  However, that claim appears to be inaccurate since Gurley Creek flows immediately along a significant portion of the subject  NW property boundary.  
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              c.  Item 8b is also a problem as it ask whether the facility is “located so as to protect surface and groundwater.”  Being immediately adjacent to Gurley Creek the facility is likely very close to bedrock and groundwater resources as well as direct discharges to Gurley Creek. And should a spill/processing accident take place both surface and groundwater resources could be negatively affected. The same issue likely applies to 8e. wherein it specifies that any solid waste (which term includes all medical waste brought into the facility) be above a minimum of five (5) feet above the seasonal groundwater table or bedrock.  The subject facility clearly does not appear to meet this requirement. Med Waste has this marked N/A.

    d.  Item 8f which ask if there “Are any sink holes , ponds, springs, swamps streams or drainage courses within the disposal area” is answered  “No”.  The intent of this question was to determine whether such areas might be impacted by spills, leaks or leaching of contaminants into any water area and clearly there is such potential.

  e. Item 9a & b also refer to non-hazardous medical waste which is a misrepresentation as described previously. 

    f.  It should also be noted that the subject proposed facility does not have access to a POTW (sewer system) as none appear to serve the immediate facility area. The facility is likely on a septic system with a drain field located close to the soil surface, all of which is perilously close to Gurley Creek so any discharges to the system from facility/equipment wash waters that could contain infectious or related agents, if not properly contained/treated, can potentially leach into Gurley Creek impacting down stream receptors.

     4.   Supplement to Harvest Med Waste Disposal LLC Application
The supplement to the Med Waste application states they will be using a Clean Waste Systems 400 which uses ozone (03) to treat the medical waste. Ozone is a strong oxidizing agent and has long been used to sterilize/control odors and related applications.  Its use in medical waste treatment is reasonably new technology and although claims are made that analytical results indicate that it meets current standards there are serious questions unanswered.   Until the recent advent of ozone oxidative treatment, medical waste were, and still are, treated using either an Autoclave (pressure tank) operated at high temperatures, usually between 121 to 134 degrees C minimums or Incineration. The effectiveness of infectious (think bacteria/viruses) waste sterilization and complete kill in autoclaving is generally measured using  “spore”  strips which can be placed in the autoclave prior to the cycle with “kill” measured after autoclaving is complete.  The high temperatures of the autoclave permeate all aspects of the waste being treated and, if proper temperatures and exposure times are applied, sure kills of infectious waste will take place.

   The Clean Waste Systems 400 model operates on a somewhat different principle where the medical waste is shredded into small strip like material prior to being subjected to introduction of Ozone (03-3 molecules of oxygen joined together instead of normal 02 as in the air we breath).  A problem, though, may well exist in the “Kill” confirmation analytical since it appears that the same analytical procedures used for high temperature autoclaved medical waste, that of using “Spore Strips”, apparently is used to determine “Kill” effectiveness for ozone systems.  With Autoclaving, the high temperatures are ubiquitous, that is, the heat permeates everything.  However, in shreding medical waste for ozone treatment there may well be questions as to whether the ozone reaches all the nooks and hidden spaces of the shredded waste. A different analytical protocol is likely in order for ozone/shredded waste to be sure “Kills” are complete.

     The Clean Waste Systems Model 400 literature indicated that the system can process 400 lbs of medical waste per hour.  That is 3,200 lbs per day or 96,000 lbs per month and 1,152,000 lbs per year (576 tons).  The Clean Waste Systems 400 Model is a modular unit meant to be duplicated as business increases.  Imagine six of these units operating at the proposed site.  That's 3,456 tons per year of “treated” medical waste going to Landfills that Blount County uses and depends on!  That equates to many trucks bringing medical waste to the facility from sources as yet unknown, many likely from Jefferson and other counties and possibly out of State and traversing Blount Count roads through our towns and by our school systems, etc.
Summary and Conclusion
For many, many years now, Blount County Hospitals, Doctors Offices, Dentist Offices, First Responders, Fire and Rescue Teams, etc, etc., have generated Medical Waste and that waste has been picked up and treated and disposed of at onsite and offsite facilities/landfills in and around Blount County or elsewhere or consumed in high temperature incinerators.  Medical waste from multiple large and small municipalities and research institutions, etc. outside Blount County are currently not purposefully brought into Blount County on a regular basis which, if it occurred, could create potential risk to our citizens, children and grandchildren and consume needed County landfill space.  The Harvest Med Waste Disposal LLC operation would do just that.  Blount County is currently served by at least three well established Medical Waste Treatment/Disposal companies, all of which reside outside the County, for contractual pickup, transportation, treatment and disposal of our in County generated medical waste.  These include The Daniels Corporation out of New York that operates nearly nationwide, Stericycle Corporation based out of Illinois, TriHaz Solutions, Inc. based in Huntsville, etc.  These operators traditionally have employed High Temperature Autoclaving and/or Incineration as their preferred treatment methods.  That is not to say that they may may not use shredding/ozone treatment as this new ozone treatment technology comes more online.  But the real point is that Blount County need not take the risk, both with the negative connotation and physical treatment and transportation risk of dramatically increasing movement/disposal of medical waste in the County (and there are great risks), nor of inviting a Medical Waste Treatment company to locate in the County for the gain of a few tax dollars.  It would strongly appear that Blount County has NOTHING of real value to gain by letting Harvest Med Waste Disposal LLC operate within Blount County and everything to lose.

We all appreciate the work that the Blount County Commission does in helping to keep the “County ship” running smoothly.  Often, I am sure, it seems like a “thankless” job but please know that it is NOT.  Your tireless work is appreciated by all.  

Thank you for taking the time out of your very busy schedules to read this letter.  If any of you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me as I will be happy to help.

Sincerely,

Gene J. Gonsoulin, Ph.D.

610 Saddleback Road

Oneonta, AL 35121

(205)616-7353 cell
ggonsoulin@hotmail.com 

Background:  Vanderbilt University,  Ph.D 1971-Biology/Chemistry

                         Built, owned & Operated an Environmental

                             Engineering Company Located in Bham

                         Also built, owned & operated a full service analytical lab

                              Co. and a Hazardous Waste Treatment Co.

                          Have worked in every State but Hawaii and many

                               foreign Countries
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CC: Allen Armstrong     District One     (205)590-2851

        Chad Trammell      District Two      (205)429-5155

        Chase Moore          District-Three   (205)493-1742

        Nick Washburn      District Four     (205)625-3473
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